


These three units supply 75 kilovars. 
It would take five 15-kvar units to 
equal them—with 10 bushings and 
connections, two brackets, 30% 
more exposed surface. 


why use 5 capacitors 


when 3 will do 


25-kvar capacitors permit installation of as much as 225 kvar on a 
single pair of crossarms—compared to 180 for 15-kvar units. 
25-kvar capacitors mean lower installation costs. Three units do the 
job of five 15-kvar units—with correspondingly fewer brackets, 
bushings, connections. 

25-kvar capacitors have glass bushings hermetically sealed to the 
resistance-welded drawn-steel cases, Pyranol*, and other G-E 
features that mean maximum dependability. 

25-kvar capacitors are stock items available for immediate shipment. 
A General Electric specialist can give you full information, 
Apparatus Dept., General Electric Company, Schenectady 5, N. Y. 
*Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 
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The Electrical Week 


“Overtime-on-overtime” pay, about which we told 
you some weeks ago, may really become the sequel 
to the “portal-to-portal” pay confusion of two years 
ago. The Supreme Court this week (June 7) uncov- 
ered a hidden pay liability in its interpretation of the 
overtime provisions of the Wages and Hours Act. This 
particular case concerns stevedores, but its principle 
can be applied in other industries...In the Pacific 
Northwest, it wasn’t enough to have the floods. Power 
output suffered also, as high tail water cut down effec- 
tive heads of the plants on the Columbia and its tribu- 
taries...In the Southwest, Arkansas Power and Light 
Co has formally taken title to the Lake Catherine 
steam-electric plant it bought from the government 


some time ago. 


Labor Relations Note: Buffalo Niagara ended a strike 
of construction workers which was holding up installation 
of an 80,000-kw unit. The utility agreed to pay the 3.5 
cent difference between what the men demanded and what 
the employer would pay. Company spokesmen said that 
“public necessity demands that the generator be com- 
pleted by December.” Last year, another eastern utility 
settled a strike holding up one of its machines but used a 


somewhat different technique to do so. 


We've heard of at least two new generating stations 
which won’t have brick walls, but will use aluminum 
sheet with insulation, instead. One will be erected on 
a hillside, with condensing water pumped up to it 
from a river close by. 


Uncollectible bills charged off as operating expense 
doubled in 1947. They were $1,400,000 for Class A and B 
utilities in 1946, about $3,000,000 last year. 


The 1946 slow-down in heavy power equipment 
production has more bad effects than those on power 
supply. It’s costing utilities money two ways: 1. By 
forcing operation of uneconomic plant. 2. By pre- 
venting the sale of all the power which could be sold. 
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Considerable point is made of the value to U. S. pros- 
perity of the Marshall Plan spending. It’s only a little 
larger than the volume of electric appliance sales in this 
country in 1947, Electrical Merchandising reports. The 
figures, $5,200,000,000 worth of appliance sales against 
$5,300,000,000 in ERP aid. 


Portland, Ore, voters have given Pacific Power & 
Light a new 20-year franchise by a big majority. 


Canada with a population of 12,582,000 has 9,503,404 
hp of hydro capacity installed in its central stations. The 
amount of thermal capacity is negligible. 


Utility advertising managers feel that theirs is a 
dead-end job. A show of hands at the PUAA conven- 
tion revealed that 80 percent of the men there are 
working for utilities which are headed by former engi- 
neers. None worked for a company headed by a 


former advertising man. 


AEC has offered a $10,000 bonus for the discovery and 
production of high-grade uranium ores from any new 
deposit anywhere in the United States. 


First quarter deliveries of resistance welding ma- 
chines and equipment exceeded the total for the best 
pre-war year. 


Canadian pulp and paper mills have 6.3% of all 
Canadian hydroelectric capacity in their own industrial 
generating plants. 


Washington reports that the “bureaucrats” have 
picked up a new word from the atomic scientists. 


The word “Megabuck,.” meaning a million bucks. 


UE-CIO has broken completely with the CIO-PAC. It 


will raise funds for its own “UE Independent Political 
Committee.” It won’t contribute to the PAC. 





‘Overtime-on-Overtime’ Ruling Jolts 
Both Management and Government 


MANY AN EMPLOYER had reason to 


wonder this week whether the dark 
Mt. Clemens Pottery-case days were 
back again. Instead of “portal-to- 
portal” pay, the shadow cast over exist- 
labor-management contracts this 
so-called ‘“overtime-on-over- 


ing 
time is 
time.” 

As in the Mt. Clemens decision of 
two years ago, the U. S. Supreme Court 
has uncovered hidden pay liability in 
an interpretation of the overtime pro- 
visions of the 10-year-old Fair Labor 
Standards (Wage-Hour) Act. 

In the Mt. Clemens case, it said walk- 
ing and make-ready time was work 
time to be counted in adding up the 40 
weekly hours after which time and a 
half must be paid. 

This week. the court jolted manage- 


ment and the government—also the 
union involved—in deciding two over- 


time pay test suits filed by New York 
longshoremen against two New York 
stevedoring companies— Bay Ridge 
Operating Co and Huron Stevedoring 


Corp. 

The court, split 5-3, said: Overtime 
pay in the agreement between the 
AFL’s_ International Longshoremen’s 


Association and the New York Shipping 
Association (after which most maritime 
agreements are patterned ) is not “over- 


time.” Overtime is “an actual fact,” 








ATOMIC RESEARCHERS were honored recently at the White House when President Tru- 
man awarded the Medal for Merit and the Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to Dr Vannevar Bush 
The President grins as he displays the medal 


(left) and Dr James B. Conant. 


not something called overtime in the 
contract. 

Although the test case covered only 
20 longshoremen of two stevedoring 
companies, it is applicable to 228 other 
similar suits filed by longshoremen and 
is estimated to cost the government. 
under cost-plus contracts, as much as 
$300-million in the maritime industry 
alone. But the ramifications of the 
decision and the breadth of the court’s 
reasoning will have far-reaching effect 
unless Congress corrects the situation 
as it did before when it passed the 
Portal-to-Portal Act of 1947 to take 
care of heavy portal pay claims against 
management. 

Congressional wheels, which began 
turning even before the court spoke 
this week, spun faster within minutes 
after the handed down. 
House hearings on general revision of 
the Wage-Hour law had included dis- 
cussion of a bill by Rep Angier L. 
Goodwin (R, Mass.) to ban so-called 
“overtime-on-overtime.” Within an hour 
after the Supreme Court acted, Rep 
Earl C. Michener, Michigan Chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee, notified a 
subcommittee to begin immediate hear- 
ings on the Goodwin bill. Chances of 
its passing, however, were not good. 

The decision will have ramifications 
over most other industries also because 


decision was 


of the prevalence of time and a half or 
double time for holiday and Sunday 
work. Employers may have to refigure 
their overtime liability to include any 
premium rates in computing the “reg- 
ular rate” on which overtime is based. 
One vource of relief for management 
is the Portal-to-Portal law, which pro- 
vides a two-year limitation on pay- 
ments. Also, employers may make a 
“good faith” defense if they can show 
they relied on a ruling of the Wage- 
Hour administrator. In this situation, 
he has issued rulings subject to differ- 
ent interpretations. The administrator 
did not appear in the stevedore case, 
but the Justice Department informed 
the court that, in the administrator’s 
opinion, the Circuit Court decision 
(later upheld) correctly adopted the 
Wage-Hour Division’s views. 


Senate Increases REA 
Funds for Administration 


Increased administrative funds for 
the Rural Electrification Administration 
were approved by the Senate recently 
(May 25) as it passed a $580,000,000 
Agriculture Department Appropriation 
Bill. 

Addition of $450,000 to REA’s fiscal 
1949 administrative budget was author- 
ized as recommended by the Senate 
Appropriations Committee. The House 
previously had approved a total of 
$5,000,000 for REA administration. 

The Senate also quickly okayed a 
lending fund of $400,000,000 for the 
agency, as authorized by the House. No 
strings were tied to the use of these 
funds, despite predictions to the con- 
trary. It had been expected that the 
Appropriations Committee might de- 
mand, as it did in its report last year, 
that REA give Congress advance notice 
of its loans for generating and trans- 
mission facilities. 

Instead, the Committee merely ad- 
monished the agency to use the “huge 
sum” available for loans “very carefully 
in order to maintain the REA in good 
repute with both farmers and the gen- 
eral public.” 


Portland Grants Franchise 


By a margin of 5 to 1, voters of Port- 
land, Ore., have approved a franchise 
for the Pacific Power & Light Co for 
20 years, subject to the city’s right to 
purchase at any time. PP&L last year 
absorbed the Northwestern Electric 
Co. Since the consolidation Pacific 
Power has been operating under a tem- 
porary permit. 
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GRAND COULEE DAM as it appeared June 5, when a sheet of water 1,650 ft wide poured 


over it at the rate of 15,000 cfs. Height of the waterfall had been reduced at this time by 
30 ft because of the increase in depth of the Columbia River below the dam 


Floods on Columbia River Curtail 
Output of Hydro Generating Plants 


OUTPUT OF HYDROELECTRC generating 
plants on the Columbia River and its 
tributaries has been curtailed materially 
during the present floods. 

Vital transmission lines feeding the 
Northwest Power Pool from Montana 
were washed out, cutting down the 
power supply in the early days of the 
flood. Chief cause of the shortage, 
however, was due to lessened distances 
water dropped through penstocks to 
generators at Grand Coulee, Bonneville, 
and other dams. High water below the 
dams cut the amount of water fall, 
preventing generators from producing 
to capacity. 

At the crest of the flood on June 1, 
Bonneville was producing only 170,000 
kw, whereas its peak load is 518,000 
kw and normal load is 350,000 kw. 
Grand Coulee’s normal capacity of 
1,120,000 kw was cut to 950,000. At 
the peak of the flood the flow of the 
Columbia at Bonneville exceeded 1,- 
000,000 cfs. 

All major power distributors of the 
Northwest requested their customers to 
reduce consumption of electricity to the 
absolute minimum of their require- 
ments from 7 am to noon and from 8 
to 10 pm during the period of the emer- 
gency. It is during these hours that 
peaks in demand normally occur. 


Because many industrial plants were 
flooded, demand for power was con- 
siderably lessened. However, consider- 
able electricity was required to operate 
scores of pumps used to remove water 
from business houses and _ industrial 
plants at Portland. 

All contracts for Bonneville power 
contain a provision that cutbacks may 
be required when the flow of the Col- 
umbia reaches 800,000 cfs. As this 
flow was exceeded, BPA had it within 
its power to reduce service to all cus- 
tomers, including aluminum plants at 
Longview, Vancouver, and Tacoma, 
Wash., and Troutdale, Ore. This was 
not found necessary. The Reynolds 
Aluminum Co closed its Troutdale plant 
because of high water. This released 
approximately 120,000 kw of demand. 

In Portland steam plants operated 
by the Pacific Power & Light Co and 
Portland General Electric Co escaped 
flood damage and were able to add their 
capacity to the lines of the power pool. 

Seattle City Light installations were 
not affected by the flood. Surplus power 
generated at its Skagit and Cedar Falls 
Dams was diverted into the Northwest 
Power Pool for use in other areas. 
Tacoma City Light sent 100,000 kw and 
British Columbia about 25,000 kw. 

Puget Sound Power asked its do- 








mestic customers to avoid using their 
electric ranges, water heaters, ironers, 
and other appliances in the critical 
hours, and commercial customers to 
turn out unnecessary lights, sign, and 
display lighting. 

The output of the Ellensburg, Wash., 
Municipal Plant was cut from a normal 
of 1,800 kw to 500 by flood waters. 
Damage to light plant installations 
was estimated at $5,000 by Superinten- 
dent Lewis Ambrose. 


Buchanan Confirmation 
Held Up by Senate Group 


The nomination of Thomas C. Bu- 
chanan of Pennsylvania to the vacancy 
on the Federal Power Commission ap- 
peared lost this week. The Senate Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce Committee, 
though it retained jurisdiction over the 
appointment, buried it with other “un- 
finished business” on its calendar. 

Last week (June 2) a subcommittee 
adversely reported the nomination by 
a 2-1 vote. Next day the full committee 
instructed the same group, composed of 
Senators Capehart and Hawkes, Repub- 
licans, and McMahon, Democrat, to 
give the matter further study. But no 
time limit was put on the subcommit- 
tee’s investigation and no further hear- 
ings have been scheduled. 

Deciding factor in the Buchanan 
nomination appeared to be the recent 
ruling of the Republican Policy Com- 
mittee of the Senate against confirma- 
tion of any further presidential ap- 
pointments of less than an urgent 
nature. However, observers noted that 
this ruling did not delay the reappoint- 
ment of Richard B. McEntire, Republi- 
can, for another term on the Securities 
and Exchange Commission. The Senate 
confirmed the McEntire nomination 
June 3. 

There was some talk of an interim 
appointment for Buchanan if Congress 
quits Washington without further action 
on his case, as it almost surely will. 
There was some doubt, however, as to 
the legal status of such an interim ap- 
pointment, in view of the adverse sub- 
committee vote. Furthermore, Congress 
probably will remain in session for 
some time, merely recessing for the 
party conventions. This would prevent 
interim appointments of nominees still 
being considered, at least technically, 
by the Senate. 
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Changes in Capacity Reported to Federal Power Commission 


Plant Additions During April 


Utility 


Casco Bay Light & Power Co 
Philadelphia Electric Co 
Bryan Light & Water Works. 
Central Illinois Public Service Co. 
ee” eee ee Ma 
Marshall Electric & Water Works. 


Northern States Power Co..... ca 
New Lisbon Electric Light & Water Plant 
Croswell Light & Power Co...... 
Otter Tail Power Co..... 
Mapleton Municipal Electric Plant 
Owensville Municipal Utilities. 


Laurel Municipal Electric Light & Power Plant... 
Gulf States Utilities Co. ; - 
Texas Electric Service Co 
Texas Electric Service Co 
Dallas Power & Light Co.. 


Public Service Co. of Colorado. 
Bureau of Reclamation. 


Southern California Edison Co.................s0- 
Southern California Edison Co................000- 


California Oregon Power Co.. 


Plant Retirements During April 


Home Electric Light & Steam Heating Co... 
Northern States Power Co 
Mapleton Municipal Electric Plant. 
Otter Tail Power Co. 


Laurel Municipal Electric Light & Power Plant..... 
Eastern Shore Public Service Co...............05. 


H—Hydro, 1C—Internal Combustion, S—Steam 
United States capacity as of Ma 


bustion, 1,427,363 kw; Total, 53,579,303 kw. 


1—Steam, 36,816,079 kw; 


Capacity 

Plant Fuel (Kw) 
Peaks Island, Me.. ; ; Ic 1,000 
Southwark .. ; cata 150,000 
Bryan, Ohio Seon ic 2,500 
Meredosia .. eRe OED s 50,000 
Vandalia .... Vi ~tgl ic 2,000 
Marshall, Mich. scsi ic 1,690 
French Island, Wis. . ee S 12,500 
New Lisbon, Wis.... ea ic 392 
Big Falls, Minn : H 400 
..Mahnomen, Minn. ; Ic 1,000 
Mapleton, lowa : ic 600 
.. Owensville, Mo. : ; ic 300 
Laurel, Neb. ic 300 
... Huntsville, Tex. ee a ic 2,000 
50 SE coe. : ay ic 1,136 
..New Handley ; S 45,000 
Dallas, Tex. . ic 6,000 
.. Grand Junction ; a 5,000 
Coulee Dam ve H 108,000 
Redondo Beach ..... 3% S 66, 000 
Big Creek No. 3. H 35, ‘000 
Crescent City, Calif ; Ic 625 
Tyrone, Pa. .. ’ S 1,000 
Hudson, Wis. .. S 125 
Mapleton, lowa Ic 144 
Britton ...... 4 Ic 225 
Laurel, Neb. ; er ic 120 
. Tilghman, Md. a sae at i ic 76 


Hydro, 15,335,861 kw; Internal Com- 





Military Seeks Atomic 
Power; AEC Makes Bombs 


The Atomic Energy Commission is 
under increasing pressure to put more 
zip into its power development pro- 


gram. Curiously, the strongest pres- 
sure is coming from the military. 


AEC’s underlying attitude at present 
is that it owes complete priority to 
production of more and better bombs. 
Power production is not considered 
very urgent and is being approached in 
a cautious step-by-step, “take-no- 
chances” manner. 

Air Force and Navy strategists, on 
the other hand, are crazy to have 
atomic engines they could use for pro- 
pulsion. Air Force has a two-year-old 
project, NEPA—Nuclear Energy for 
Propulsion of Aircraft. This has just 
emerged from the paperwork stage to 
the point where the Air Forces wants 
to try to build an experimental engine. 
The Navy is now making preliminary 
plans for a NEPS—Nuclear Energy for 
Propulsion of Ships-project. 

Both services complain that they get 
little help or encouragement from AEC. 
They are inclined to blame this on the 
influence of the top-level General Ad- 
visory Committee to AEC. This group 
brings a scientist’s viewpoint to what 
the military conceive of as primarily 
an engineering problem. 

Some military thinkers are inclined 
to believe that under present condi- 
tions, atomic power production should 


6 


rate a higher priority than bomb de- 
velopment. Their argument: Even if 
you made a bomb ten times as power- 
ful, you would hardly more than double 
its destructiveness. Therefore, improved 
delivery of bombs which would get 
more of them through to the target is 
more promising than improved bombs. 
What you need to get a high percent- 
age of deliveries is a fast, long-range 
bomber. Speed means jet propulsion. 
But with chemical fuels, jet propulsion 
means short range. So development of 
an atom-powered jet bomber might 
wipe out more cities in an early war 
than a better bomb. The same reason- 
ing would apply with even more force 
to application of atomic power to a 
long-range, non-interceptible racket. 


Credit Officials Held 


Three minor officials of the General 
Electric Credit Corp have been charged 
in a New York court with conspiracy 
and grand larceny. The officials, since 
discharged, are accused of setting up 
a plan with some 15 dealers under 
which the latter were able to secure 
unlimited credit from the credit cor- 
poration. The indictments set the 
amount of money stolen at $27,000. 
However, District Attorney Frank S. 
Hogan said the men admitted that the 
amount stolen was closer to $180,000. 
The defendants have been released on 
bail. 


June 12, 


South Carolina Power Co 
Sale Gets FPC Approval 


South Carolina Electric & Gas Co 
successfully cleared the last barrier to 
its long-pending acquisition of South 
Carolina Power Co when the deal was 
approved recently by the Federal 
Power Commission. 

Electric & Gas will purchase from the 
Commonwealth & Southern Corp all 
outstanding common capital stock of 
South Carolina Power for $10.200.000. 
This sale was approved in April by 
the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion. Electric & Gas previously had 
obtained authority from the South Car- 
olina Public Service Commission to 
issue securities to finance these ar- 
rangements. 

Chief antagonist of the acquisition, 
before the several regulatory commis- 
sions as well as in the state courts, was 
the South Carolina Public Service 
Authority, operator of the Santee- 
Cooper hydroelectric project. The 
Authority first sought to purchase 
South Carolina Power’s assets but was 
rebuffed by Commonwealth & South- 
ern. A state court subsequently ruled 
that the Authority had no legal power 
to make such a purchase. 

FPC also ruled out protests of the 
Federal Works Agency, which inter- 
vened in the proceedings at virtually 
the last hour. FWA financed the Santee- 


Cooper development and_ holds _ its 
bonds. 
Among its other contentions. FWA 


expressed concern over the possibility 
that Gas & Electric might restrict 
energy sales from the integrated sys- 
tems. FPC found “no evidence” which 
would warrant an investigation of these 
claims. 


Elliott Co Gets $1 Million 
Alcoa Generator Contract 


Elliott Co, Jeannette, Pa., has been 
awarded a contract of more than 
$1,000,000 for 40 generators, each of 
1,100-kw capacity, for use in the re- 
cently announced new aluminum-pro- 
ducing plant of the Aluminum Co of 
America at Point Comfort, Tex. 

These dc generators are provided 
with slip rings for an ac output of 
150 kva. They will be driven by engines, 
which are designed to operate on 
natural gas. 

The de output of these Elliott genera- 
tors will be used for the reduction of 
alumina to aluminum by electrolysis. 
The ac output will be used to drive all 
the auxiliaries, such as oil pump, water 
pump, and scavenger blower on_ the 
corresponding gas engine. 
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SIZE OF THE $925,000 CHECK given by Arkansas Power & Light Co for the Lake Catherine power plant is emphasized by this composite 
picture. Treasurer J. L. Bodie, left, holds one end of enlarged copy of the check; W. M. Fielder, WAA attorney, holds the other. The third 
man is C. Hamilton Moses, president of the utility, who announced that completion of the plant will be rushed 


Arkansas P&L Co Takes Title 
to Lake Catherine Power Plant 


TirLe to the Lake Catherine steam-elec- 
tric station, only partially completed, 
passed from the United States govern- 
ment to the Arkansas Power & Light 
Co on May 25. 

Treasurer J. L. Bodie of AP&L deliv- 
ered a check for $925,000 to W. M. 
Fielder of Dallas, War Assets Adminis- 
tration attorney, who in turn delivered 
to Treasurer Bodie a deed to the plant. 

C. H. Moses, president of AP&L then 
announced that work was being started 
that day to rush the plant to completion 
at a total cost of $10,000,000. Two 
10,000-kw turbo-generators have been 
on order with Allis-Chalmers for many 
months for the plant. 

This development was followed by 
announcement from Reynolds Metals 
Co, which has part of the Jones Mills 
\luminum Reduction plant, nearby, 
that it was leasing the remainder of the 
aluminum plant and would put it into 
full operation. The aluminum plant 
will require output of most of the new 
steam-electric station. AP&L has con- 
tracted to supply power to the Jones 
Mill plant. 

Moses hailed the transfer of title to 
the plant as “the first step in what we 
believe will eventually make Arkansas 
the leading bauxite producers of the 
world and the aluminum capital of the 
world.” 

\cquisition by AP&L of the Lake 
Catherine plant, referred to many times 
in the industry as “that hole in the 
¢round” wrote finish to what the busi- 
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ness-managed electric industry has con- 
tended for years was an effort to launch 
a tremendous public power project in 
the Southwest. 

Soon after announcement that the 
government would construct the Jones 
Mills aluminum plant, the Ark-La co-op 
was formed to supply part of the power 
for the aluminum plant. It constructed 
a 154-kv transmission line from Grand 
River Dam in Oklahoma to Lake Cather- 
ine. Part of the power was supplied 
over this line and part from a South- 
western Power Pool created by the elec- 
tric companies. 

Ark-La co-op was formed by 10 rural 
electric co-ops, five in Arkansas and five 
in Louisiana. Leaders in the electric 
industry saw this line, and the conse- 
quent announcement of the power plant. 
as the nucleus for a public power sys- 


1,610,000-Kwhr Record 


Power produced by the Bonne- 


ville Power Administration set a 
record, May 12, between 10 and 
11 A. M., when 10 generators at 
Bonneville Dam and nine at 
Grand Coulee turned out 1,610,- 
000 kwhr. During the peak of 
production all installed genera- 
tors at both dams were in oper- 
ation. The previous record was 


1,583,000 kwhr. 


tem. In fact, co-op leaders in Arkan- 
sas announced this was planned. Before 
the end of the war, construction of the 
steam-electric station was halted. The 
two 40,000-kw units that had been or- 
dered for it were sent to other locations. 

After the end of the war and the clos- 
ing down of the aluminum plant, Rey- 
nolds Metals Co leased two of the four 
pot-lines. The other two have been 
idle. 

Last year Arkansas Power & Light 
Co, Southwestern Gas & Electric Co, 
and Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co pur- 
chased the Ark-La line. This was done 
through formation of a separate com- 
pany, Arklahoma Corp. The line has 
been used by these companies since. 

Jack Matthews, Ebasco Services, Inc. 
engineer who has been working with 
AP&L several years, will have charge 
of construction of the finished plant. 


Light-Sight Bureau Aims 
Drive at Grade Rooms 


The Better Light-Better Sight Bu- 
reau has aimed its latest campaign at 
fifth and sixth grade classrooms. Re- 
cently completed was a program to 
assist elementary school teachers in 
training students on the relationship be- 
tween light and sight and on the use of 
modern lighting fixtures and lamps. 

The program consists of a dozen col- 
ored charts, plus leaflets, quiz sheets, 
and a teacher’s guide. Material is pro- 
vided for a series of three lessons. 
These cover the eye’s function in seeing, 
the importance of adequate light for 
various seeing tasks, and the proper use 
of light to assist the eyes. 
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REDDY KILOWATT AWARD for 1947 annual reports was presented last week at the EEl convention in Atlantic City. In left panel, 
Ralph E. Moody, executive vice-president, Union Electric Co of Missouri, receives the award from Ash Collins, right, Reddy Kilowatt Serv- 
ice. In center is H. M. Sawyer of the EEI Prize Awards Committee. In right panel, J. A. Pollock, left, poses with Claude L. Matthews, presi- 
dent of the W. N. Matthews Corp. Pollock had just received the Claude L. Matthews Valor Award on behalf of his Georgia P&L line crew 


Elmer Lindseth Elected 
Vice-President of EEI 


Elmer L. Lindseth, president of the 
Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co, 
last week was elected vice-president of 
the Edison Electric Institute to succeed 
Ernest R. Acker. The latter was made 
president (EW, June 5, p 198). 

Fourteen new directors were elected 
to terms which will end in 1951: 

Jacob T. Barron, vice-president, 
Public Service Electric & Gas Co, 
Newark; J. M. Barry, vice-president 
and general manager, Alabama Power 
Co; G. M. Gadsby, president, Utah 
Power & Light Co; D. E. Karn, vice- 
president and general manager, Con- 
sumers Power Co, Jackson, Mich.; 
J. E. Loiseau, president, Public Service 
Co of Colorado; Paul B. McKee, presi- 
dent, Pacific Power & Light Co, Port- 
land, Ore.; C. B. McManus, president, 
Georgia Power Co. 

S. C. McMeekin, president, South 
Carolina Electric & Gas Co, Raleigh, 
N. C; Grover C. Neff, president, Wis- 
consin Power & Light Co; P. H. 
Powers, vice-president, West Penn 
Power Co; Harold Quinton, executive 
vice-president, Southern California Edi- 
son Co; J. B. Thomas, president, Texas 
Electric Service Co; J. T. Ward, vice- 
president, Boston Edison Co; W. F. 
Wyman, president, Central Maine 
Power Co. 


Shasta Selling Direct 


The first direct sale of power from 
Shasta Dam by the Bureau of Reclama- 
tion began June 1, with an initial opera- 
tion of a 13-kv distribution circuit to 
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the Shasta Dam Public Utility District. 
The district, whose owner-manager is 
William S Price, completed a 144-mi 
line from Shasta powerhouse last winter. 
The Hat Creek Lumber Co, Central 
Valley, is the district’s only customer 
so far. The present contract is for 5 
kw. As a preferential customer, how- 
ever, Price can increase that amount at 
any time. 


Rising Fuel Costs Stop 
Downward Rate Trend 


It took John L. Lewis—and other 
factors behind recent increases in coal 
and oil costs—to stop the 23-year down- 
ward trend of residential electric power 
costs. 

Since 1924, the Federal Power Com- 
mission has been tracing a steady de- 
cline of residential rates through its 
annual reports on “Typical Electric 
Bills.” In 1947, FPC found, there was 
“almost no change” in the national 
averages of electric utility bills for vari- 
ous types of residential service. 

The downward trend was checked 
last year, FPC reported, because of the 
operation of “fuel and related clauses in 
the rate schedules.” These clauses 
caused increases in “large population 
centers of Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
and New York,” making the overall 
effect of rate increases equal to those of 
decreases in other areas. 

Reductions in one or more of the 
types of bills reported upon were found 
in 13 of 204 cities of 50,000 population 
covered by the survey. There were in- 
creases in 24 cities, but in four of these 
reductions were also effected for some 
types of service. 


EEI Committee to Study 
Effects of Television Use 


Television and the effects that its 
wide-spread use will have upon electric 
utilities will be studied by a new com- 
mittee that has been organized in Edison 
Electric Institute’s Commercial Divi- 
sion. 

The load value of the average tele- 
vision set to the utility will be studied. 
Consideration will be given to actual 
kilowatthour usage as compared with 
the net load resulting from each set, 
when factors such as its effect upon 
lighting and use of radios are taken into 
account. 

Each committee member will arrange 
to have recording meters connected to 
television sets now in use in his com- 
pany’s area, to determine the actual 
average load of each set. Members will 
also examine the service bills of tele- 
vision users for the year preceding and 
the year following installation in order 
to calculate the net average additional 
load resulting from each set that is in- 
stalled. 

Frank C. Pesveyc, sales promotion 
manager, Public Service Electric & Gas 
Co, Newark, is chairman. 


Court Supports Utility 


Staten Island Edison Corp has won 
another round in its rate fight with the 
New York Public Service Commission. 
State Supreme Court Justice Isadore 
Bookstein declined an application o! 
PSC for dismissal of a suit by thie 
utility to enjoin it from enforcing a rate 
order. The utility contended that rates 
fixed by the PSC were confiscatory. 
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NSRB Surveys Power 
Equipment Production 


The recent report on power supply 
by the National Security Resources 
Board was based not only on a study of 
loads and capacity by an Edison Elec- 
tric Institute committee but also on a 
study of electrical manufacturing ca- 
pacity by an NSRB-appointed commit- 
tee. 

The following tables from the NSRB 
report summarize data contained in the 
report on supply and availability of 
large (10,000 kw and over) generating 
units: 


Capacity of large steam _ turbine 
generators and water wheel turbine 
generators scheduled for shipment by 
manufacturers 


Large Water 

Steam Wheel 
Year Turbine Generators Generators Total (Kw) 
1948 4,406,250 986,000 5,392,250 
1949 4,540,000 1,063 500 5,603,500 
1950 4,492,500 846,000 5,338,500 
1951 1,447,500 108,000 1,555,500 


Capability of manufacturers to fill 
new orders for large steam turbine 
generators and water wheel turbine 
generators 


Large Water 

Steam Wheel 
Year Turbine Generators Generators Total (Kw) 
1949 0 0 0 
1950 100,000 620,000 720,000 
1951 4,350,000 1,280,000 5,630,000 
1952 6,600,000 1,360,000 7,960,000 


(Note: Figures based on interviews with three manu- 
facturers of large steam turbine generators and 
water wheel turbines of all sizes. Water wheel gen- 
erator capacities are estimated on basis of 80% load 
factor.) 


Other equipment is in much easier 
supply, the report indicated. Steam 
boiler manufacturing capacity “seems 
well able to keep abreast of steam tur- 
bine deliveries.” Boilers now can be 
ordered for delivery within 12 to 15 
months, Deliveries of power transform- 
ers of 5,000kva or less can be obtained 
in the last half of 1949, though larger 
transformers cannot be ordered for 
delivery before 1950. Distribution 
transformers are becoming “stock 
items,” in some cases. 

Manufacturers reported they could 
supply other items, including hydraulic 
turbines, water wheel generators, 
switchgear and large motors in 18 
months or less. “Large quantities” of 
such equipment will be available for 
delivery in 1950 and thereafter. 

Small steam turbine generators—500 
to 10,000 kw—will be in short supply 
for less than a year, it was reported. 
Manufacturing capacity for such equip- 
ment runs something over 1.200.000 
kw per year. Production schedules show 
orders in the following amounts: 


Buyer 1948 1949 1950 


Domestic Utilities 462,750 kw 233,500kw .... 
Domestic Industries 515,475 kw 185,200 kw 4,500 kw 
Foreign 262,660 kw 173,940 kw eeee 
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“SEAPOWER,” 





30,000-kw floating power plant of the Puerto Rico Water Resources 


Authority, is helping solve the power problems of San Juan. At the top, the ship at its 


temporary berth about three miles from the city. 


Below, a closeup of the deck 





Nevada County Taxing 
Output of Hoover Dam 


There is a lot of electrical energy 
generated at Hoover Dam each year. 
And if the commissioners of Clark 
County, Nevada, have their way, the 
county is going to collect a tenth of a 
mill on each kwhr of it. 

The levy was made under a state 
statute giving them authority to “col- 
lect a license on . . . all business con- 
ducted in their respective counties out- 
side of the limits of incorporated cities 
and towns.” 

In the law placing a license tax on 
the generation of electricity, there was 
no mention of Hoover Dam. But there 


is no secret that the law is a move by 
the county to get the major part of the 
$300,000 paid annually to Nevada by 
the federal government in lieu of taxes. 
Under terms of the original project 
adjustment act for the dam, any money 
paid by power generating agencies at 
the dam to local tax agencies is deduc- 
tible from the $300,000. 

The county was getting 20% of the 
federal payment under a law repealed 
in 1943. Since then the state has been 
getting the money. State officials call 
the action by the county illegal. The 
county commissioners deny this. They 
deny taxing the state but claim they 
are only licensing the “business of gen- 
erating power.” 
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COMMITTEE members discuss operating problems at the spring meeting of the Meter Com- 
mittee of the PEA held recently in Erie. Seated (I. to r.) R. A. Markel, Pennsylvania Electric; 
J. N. McClurg, Scranton Electric; R. W. Pfaff and N. Yeakel, Philadelphia Electric; Chairman 
L. J. McMackin, Metropolitan Edison; R. A. Black, West Penn Power; B. M. Smith, Pennsyl- 
vania Electric. Standing: E. L. Keller, Duquesne Light; C. L. Hockman, Pennsylvania Electric; 
Arthur Davis, Luzerne County Gas & Electric; N. A. Replogle, Pennsylvania Electric and 


A. J. Keen, South Penn Power 





Utilities Warned to Keep 
Sales Efforts Moving 


Utilities must keep their sales efforts 
moving and their sales tools sharp 
against the time when the national 
economy will slow down. This was the 
advice George E. Whitwell, vice-presi- 
dent, Philadelphia Electric Co, gave the 
Industrial Sales Conference of the 
Pennsylvania Electric Association, May 
24, in Philadelphia. 

Selling that is selective both in qual- 
ity and degree is necessary today to 
develop loads that will bring a maxi- 
mum increase in operating income from 
a minimum capital investment. The ob- 
jective must be to promote loads that 
use the maximum number of kwhr per 
kw of capacity. 

While recognizing that utilities in 
some areas face adverse capacity re- 
serve, Whitwell warned that the indus- 
try as a whole is not free to consider 
the capacity situation solely from the 
viewpoint of employees, customers, and 
investors. There is an interdependence 
that exists among branches of the elec- 
trical industry that cannot be laughed 
off. Many people in the electrical in- 
dustry and elsewhere are counting for 
their security on an increasing use of 
electricity. 

“It is the responsibility of the elec- 
tric utilities today to make sure that 
we do not slow down the production of 
overall national product,” Whitwell 
said. 

From the banker’s viewpoint, Ed- 
mund W. Thomas, past president of 
the Pennsylvania Banker’s Association, 
saw two tasks facing electric utilities 
today: (1) to sell their product in 
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greater volume and so mitigate higher 
operating costs, (2) to build public con- 
fidence through better public relations 
and better publicity. 

Thomas warned individual companies 
who face a heavy expansion program to 
do all of their financing at one time 
and as quickly as possible because the 
country is in a period of rising interest 
rates. But he noted that the sale of 
securities to finance expansion pro- 
grams will depend on restoring public 
confidence in electric utilities. 

In the next four years industrial 
power salesmen should set a sales goal 
of 4 kw for every 3 kw sold in the past 
four years. To achieve this goal, 
Francis McQuillin, West Penn Power 
Co, called on industrial salesmen to 
start selling now. “It takes time to de- 
velop new industrial load. You can’t 
push a switch and turn sales on and 
off.” 

To do the job, industrial salesmen 
must do more market research, make 
more and better use of direct mail. 
and bring manufacturers and customers 
together for frequent meetings with 
utility people to discuss common prob- 
lems. “Building industrial load is not a 
personal selling job.” McQuillin said, 
“it takes mechanized selling.” 


PUD Takes Over Utility 


Mason County (Wash.) Public 
Utility District No. 1 has taken over 
the electric distribution system formerly 
owned by the Puget Sound Power & 
Light Co. The price paid by the PUD 
was $200.000. 





SEC RULINGS 





NorTHERN STATES Power Co (Minn.), a 
registered holding company and a sub- 
sidiary company of Northern States Power 
Co (Del.), likewise a registered holding 
company, has been authorized to acquire 
from the City of Sioux Falls, S. D., an 
electric distribution system in this city for 


a cash consideration of $37,000. (Release 
No. 8138). 

ConsuMERS Power Co.’s__ proposed 
offering of 200,000 shares of preferred 


stock has been approved. The price will 
be determined by competitive bidding. The 
company is a subsidiary of the Common- 
wealth & Southern Corp. (Release No. 
8209). 


AMERICAN Power & Licnt Co _ has 
been authorized to make a cash con- 
tribution of $9,237,520 to the capital 
of Texas Utilities Co, its Dallas sub- 
sidiary. Texas Utilities will use the 
funds to repay bank loans of $8,500,- 
000 and to repay its treasury for money 
previously invested in stocks of its sub- 
sidiaries. American Power & Light also 
received permission to sell to non-affili- 
ated interests $2,100,000 of first mort- 
gage 34% bonds of Pacific Power & 
Light Co, the Portland, Ore., subsidiary of 
American Power. American Power & Light 
proposes to apply the proceeds toward 
purchase of additional common stocks of 
certain other subsidiaries or to make cap- 
ital contributions to such other subsidiaries. 
(Release No. 8212 and 8213). 


PENNSYLVANIA Power Co, a_ wholly- 
owned subsidiary of Ohio Edison Co, has 
been authorized to sell $1,000,000 first 
mortgage bonds, 3% series, due 1978, to 
institutional investors at a cash price of 

4%. Proceeds will partly pay for con- 
struction and property improvements or 
will reimburse treasury. (Release No. 
8207). 


NARRAGANSETT Exectric Co, a wholly- 
owned subsidiary of New England Electric 
System, has been authorized to sell $10,- 
000,000 first mortgage bonds, due 1978. 
Interest rate, offering price and under- 
writing terms will be set by competitive 
bidding. Proceeds will be used to reim- 
burse the treasury for money spent on con- 
struction and to retire short-term bank 
loans. (Release No. 8218). 





MEETINGS 





Arkansas Utilities Association—Annual Convention, 
Arlington Hotel, Hot Springs, Ark., June 14-15. 


Pacific Coast Electrical Association—Annual Meet- 
ing, Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco, June 16-18. 


Canadian Electrical Association—Annual Conven- 
tion, Manoir Richlieu, Murray Bay, Province of 
Quebec, June 16-19. 


American Society for Testing Materials—Annual 
Meeting, Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, June 
21-25. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Sum- 
mer General Meeting, Palace of Fine Arts, 
Mexico City, Mex., June 21-25. 





June 12, 1948 @ ELECTRICAL WORLD 





— 





. 
Hl 





ee 


auleie pic Raedea ata abba me 


Lhe etm deren: 


ic eg AMOI Sit BV RA Wipe PRE SALT 


2 ae 


AA AIR I te te 


nn 
a 


peau 


February Electric Energy 
Sales Advanced 11.9% 


Sales of electric energy to ultimate 
customers in Feb 1948 totaled 19,903.,- 
528.000 kwhr, the Edison Electric Insti- 
tute reports. This was an 11.9% in- 
crease over the 17,783,262,000 kwhr 
sold in Feb 1947. 

Revenues from ultimate customers 
amounted to $357,697,800, compared 





Classification of Sales, February 





Kilowatthour Sales Million Kwhr Percent 
February 1948 1947 Change 


Residential or domestic.. 4,633 3,960 -+17.0 
Rural (Distinct rural rates) 429 295 +45.5 
Commercial or industrial 
Small light and power.. 3,518 3,142 +12.0 
Large light and power.. 9,897 8,988 -+-10.1 
Street and highway lighting 219 204 +7.7 


Other public authorities. . 534 506 -+5.5 
Railways and railroads 
Street and interurban. . 387 417. —7.2 
Electrified steam rail- 
ML GS widkculetedue x 226 226 +0.1 
Interdepartmental ...... 59 46 -+28.3 








Total to ultimate customers 19,904 17,783 +11.9 





with $320,173,600 in Feb 1947, an in- 
crease of 11.7%. 

For the 12 months ended Feb 29, the 
average use per customer advanced to 
1,465 kwhr from 1,349 kwhr for the 
preceding year, an increase of 8.6%; 
the average annual bill to $44.83 from 
$42.90, an increase of 4.5%; revenué 
per kwhr cropped to 3.06 cents from 
3.18 cents. a decrease of 3.8%. 


A-C Signs Contract 


Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Corp 
has signed a one-year contract with 
1,800 employees of its Pittsburgh plant. 
The contract did not include a wage 
increase, but wage negotiations can be 
opened once during the contract’s term. 
The agreement was reached with Local 
613, UER&MW, CIO. The company has 
the right to insist upon compliance with 
the non-Communist provisions of the 
Taft-Hartley Act as a condition of fu- 
ture union recognition for bargaining. 


GE Sponsors Conference 


Representatives of 110 utility com- 
panies this week attended the Adiron- 
dack Industrial Power Sales Conference 
at Sacandaga, N. Y. The conference 
was sponsored by General Electric Co. 
It is regarded as a forerunner of regu- 
lar annual gatherings at which all 
phases of industrial and engineering 
problems affecting the power and elec- 
trical industries can be discussed. 


Billlons of Kwhr 





Loudspeaker Attracts Fish and Arput 


“Isn’t it wonderful,” said ARPUT, as 
he glanced up from the morning paper, 
“what you can do with a waterproof 
loudspeaker and a river full of fish.” 
As if in explanation of this non sequi- 
tur, ARPUT pointed to the paper. 

“It says here,” he went on, “that 
small salmon and large turbines don’t 
agree. So out in the Columbia River, 
they’re using some underwater loud- 
speakers to try and divert small salmon 
from the penstocks to the fish ladders. 
Seems like this river doesn’t serve fish- 
balls with its kilowatt-hours.” 

The possibilities of this underwater 
traffic control system were so endless 
that ArpuT seemed bemused. 

“Think of it,’ he mused. “Here’s 
an SEC for fish only. It deals with 
valuable properties that are underwater 
permanently. Ill bet they tell those 
salmon to pull over to the nearest fish 
ladder, and that a vote for Truman is a 
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vote for more easily-located fish ladders. 
Think of the loudspeaker load! That'll 
keep the output from going down, as it 
did last week!” 

Celebration of Memorial Day on May 
31 was responsible for drop in output. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kwhr 
1948 1947 1946 


June 5 4,845 June 7 4,635 June 8 3,920 
May 29 5,076 May 31 4,429 June 1 3,741 
May 22 5,085 May 24 4,663 May 25 3,942 
May 15 5,109 May 17 4,616 May 18 3,939 
May 8 5,087 May 10 4,653 May 11 3,911 
May 1 5,042 May 34640 May 4 4,012 
Apr. 24 5,027 Apr. 26 4,668 Apr. 27 3,977 
Apr. 17 5,087 Apr. 19 4,660 Apr. 20 3,987 
Apr. 10 5,033. Apr. 12 4,620 = Apr. 13 4,015 


Percent Change from Previous Year 


June 5 May 29 May 22 











New England . + 1.2 +20.5 + 8.6 
Mid-Atlantic + 1.6 +15.0 + 8.3 
Central Industrial + 1.7 +15.2 + 8.5 
West Central +10.0 +14.3 +10.5 
Southern States +11.9 +-15.5 +11.4 
Rocky Mountain + 7.1 +15.7 +10.0 
Pacific Coast + 0.2 + 9.6 + 6.5 
Total United States + 4.5 +-14.6 + 9.1 
19 








IN THE INDUSTRY 


RICHARD N. LARKIN 





OUR READERS SHOULD be particularly interested in a 
plan designed to do away with existing tax inequities 
affecting technical and professional men—the salaried 
“upper middle” class which takes perhaps the worst tax 
beating, relatively, today. 

The plan was drawn by Harry Silverson, of J. K. Lasser 
& Co, tax consultants. It was put before the House Ways 
and Means Committee during hearings on the recent tax 
reduction. Nothing came of it then. And since next 
year’s outlook seems more in favor of a tax boost than 
it does of a further tax cut, Silverson probably won’t be 
a latter-day Beardsley Ruml for yet a little while. 

Silverson says the problem is that in taxing income by 
years rather than over a period of time, the salaried tech- 
nical or professional man takes a licking. He points out 
that the wage earner boosts his earnings relatively little 
after leaving high school, and tends to hold them even 
in declining years. Those living off trust funds have a 
similarly flattened income curve. An owner-manager 
may leave earnings in the business and may deduct annu- 
ity premiums paid by his firm. But none of these, not 
even the capital gains provision, is available to the sala- 
ried man. After early lean years on leaving college, his 
income curve rises sharply. It tends to be concentrated 
in the 35-50 age bracket. Year-to-year taxation hurts 
most under these circumstances. 

What to do about it? Here’s Silverson’s plan: 

1, Each taxpayer sets up his own pension fund, up to 
15% of yearly net earned income or $10,000, whichever 
is less. Invest such funds in non-assignable, low-interest 
U. S. bonds, redeemable any time, maturing 10 years 
after death. 

2. Exclude such investment from gross income as it is 
made. Tax it in full on redemption. 

This would reduce taxable income in fat years, increase 
it in retirement years. It would reduce the total tax and 
markedly reduce the tax in earlier years. 

The plan’s mechanics are simple. Any bank would 
sell and redeem bonds. With the bond, the bank would 
furnish a receipt. Attached to an income tax return, it 
would justify the deduction from gross income of the 
stated amount. On redemption, the bank would withhold 
a fixed percentage as income tax and furnish the usual 
of tax withheld. The actual tax 
adjusted yearly, as is now done on withholdings. 


statement would be 

The plan has a number of selling points. It wouldn’t 
cost the Treasury much and would insure ultimate col- 
lection of all taxes on all such earnings. Because more 
bonds would be cashed in lean years than in fat, Treasury 
revenues would get some stabilizing effect. 

And such a plan would permit more saving in infla- 
tionary times, plus more spending in depressed periods. 
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The government could use cash paid for the bonds to 
retire other government debt. This would help shift 
ownership of the public debt from banks to individuals, 
It would help cut debt service costs, too. And by creating 
a net tax saving to participants, the plan would make 
available funds for risk capital, the shortage of which is 
painfully obvious today. 





TECHNICAL TRENDS 


ARCHER E. KNOWLTON 


Distribution investment will be determined by the 
saturation of flicker-producing devices on the lines unless 
everything possible is done to control them. 


Manhole ventilation in white-way areas might be aug- 
mented by providing air laterals to the curb and using 
the lamp standards as chimneys. 


Aluminum gratings for sidewalk vaults are finding 
favor because they require less counterweighing than 
steel. 


Submersible sump-pumps have been installed suc- 
cessfully in manholes extending below storm-sewer levels. 


Transformer troubles are so uncommon nowadays 
that a company which formerly put the protector in a 
separate compartment is now placing both together. 


Hydrogen pressures up to 15 psi are being used to help 
alternators carry more load (kw, kvar or both) at per- 
missible temperatures. Pressures up to 25 psi are in the 
offing. Windage will still be lower than air. 


Food preservation by electrostatic discharge through 
sealed packages may supersede refrigeration to consider- 
able extent. If so, microwatt-seconds will suffice where 
kilowatthours now are used. However— 


Frozen foods amount to only 2% of the perishables but 
Government economists expect the figure to be 50% 
within 10 years. 


Fewer voltage transformations would help cut power 
transformer shortage. It takes more than 4 kva to trans 
mit and distribute 1 kva of alternator capacity. 


Meter modernization programs may be delayed a bit 
longer because there were still reported to be 250.000 
unmetered services at the turn of the year. 


Aluminum can be cold welded by pressure alone if the 
surfaces are meticulously clean and the pressure sustained 
for several hours. 
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MANUFACTURERS and MARKETS 








Copperweld Steel Co Photo 


BEST ANSWERS to “Why | Like to Work at Copperweld” won prizes for these three em- 
ployees of Copperweld Steel Co. More than 50% of non-supervisory employees entered the 
contest. Appliances and household items worth $2,500 were awarded as prizes. Left to right 
are Margaret VanNatta, third prize winner; Zygmunt Mularski, second prize winner; Andrew 
Rusnak, winner; and Vice-President W. J. Mclivane 





Allis-Chalmers Establishes Certified 
Service Shop Plan to Speed Repairs 


A new certified service shop program 


for the convenience of Allis-Chalmers 
Mfg Co motor and transformer cus- 
tomers is being set up within the dis- 


trict office territories of the company’s 
General Machinery Division. The pro- 
gram also provides for warehouse facili- 
ties, 

First of the units in the new system 
has been established by the company’s 
Cleveland District office with the A-C 
Supply Co, Cuyahoga Falls, O., named 
a certified shop for motors and controls, 
and the Meier Transmission Supply 
Co, Cleveland, operating as the com- 
pany’s warehouse for the district. 

The plan, unique in the history of 
Allis-Chalmers, was adopted after sur- 
veys by the firm’s commercial research 
department showed that repair service 
is more important than any other single 
service offered by electrical manufac- 
turers, and that such service is cited by 
many customers as the reason for their 
purchase of a particular piece of equip- 
ment, 

Under the certified service program, 
the district sales office refers its cus- 
tomers to a certified service shop or may 
order repair work done by the shop on 
a subcontracting basis. When special 


engineering information is required to 
service Allis-Chalmers equipment prop- 
erly, drawings, jigs, and fixtures are 
furnished on a loan or rental basis by 
the company. The company will also 
cooperate in other ways. 

The A-C Supply Co at Cuyahoga 
Falls is headed by Bruce Rogers, a 
former Allis-Chalmers employee. The 
firm was founded in 1945 and was 
known prior to that as the Electric 
Motor & Repair Co. Allis-Chalmers has 
elected to contract with existing shops 
to act as certified service stations, since 
adequate facilities are available at 
most points in the country. 

The Meier Transmission Co’s ware- 
house is located on a railroad siding 
in the heart of Cleveland’s manufactur- 
ing center. The firm is an Allis-Chal- 
mers domestic dealer and is headed by 
Walter A. Meier. Initial stock includes 
motors, Texrope sheaves and belts, vari- 
ous lines of bushings, controls, and 
centrifugal pumps. Other product lines 
are expected to be added to the certified 
service shop program in the near future. 

Plans call for eventually having certi- 
fied service shops and warehouses in all 
areas where the industrial market war- 
rants. 
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Rome Cable Buys Interest 
in Andersen-Carlson Co 
Rome Cable Corp, Rome, N. Y., has 


acquired an interest in the Andersen- 
Carlson Manufacturing Co, Torrance, 
Calif. 

The Andersen-Carlson plant has a 
floor space of approximately 55,000 sq 
ft and will manufacture electrical metal- 
lic tubing and allied products as soon 
as equipment installation is completed. 
Rome Cable will handle the sales of 
these products through its own sales 
outlets. 

Addition of these Andersen-Carlson 
products to Rome Cable’s regular line 
of wires and cables will provide a 
more complete and convenient service 
to the construction and electrical in- 
dustry in the West Coast area. 

Frederick R. Weaver, for many years 
associated with Rome Cable, and now 
residing in South Laguna, Calif., was 
elected to the Andersen-Carlson board 
of directors. 


Foster Wheeler Receives 
Big British Boiler Order 


Foster Wheeler Limited, British sub- 
sidiary of Foster Wheeler Corp, New 
York, has received an order from the 
British Electricity Authority for the 
installation of boilers in the London 
area at a total cost of approximately 
$6,000,000. 

The order comprises four boilers for 
the new Bankside generating station to 
be located on the South Bank of the 
River Thames in the heart of London. 

“This boiler plant,’ H. S. Brown, 
chairman of the board and president of 
Foster Wheeler Corp, said, “is unique 
in that in contrast to the usual coal- 
fired installations operating in England, 
it is especially designed to burn oil 
exclusively. Oil-firing will reduce at- 
mospheric pollution to the minimum 
in the center of the city.” 

Two 60,000-kw turbogenerators will 
be supplied with steam by this group 
of boilers. Three boilers will be work- 
ing and one acting as a standby. The 
boilers are of the single-drum type. 
Each will be capable of producing 
375,000 lb of steam per hour at a pres- 
sure of 950 psi and a temperature of 
925 F at the superheater outlet when 
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supplied with feed water at a tempera- 
ture of 370 deg at the economizer inlet. 
Condenser-type Superheat Control will 


insure accurate control of the final 


steam temperature over loads ranging 
from 280,000 to 375,000 lb per hour. 


Manufacturers Make 
New Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently made the following ap- 
pointments to their sales staffs: 


Crocker-Wheeler Electric Manufactur- 
ing Co, Division of Joshua Hendy Corp, 
has appointed C. Porter Packard, Canton, 
Mass., as district manager of the Boston 
office territory. 


General Controls has opened a new and 
enlarged Denver factory branch office at 
1162 Elati St, Denver 4. M. S. Wilson is 
branch manager. The Denver office serves 
Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, Montana and 
parts of Idaho, New Mexico, Kansas, 
Nebraska and South Dakota. M. W. Lewis 
has been promoted to branch manager of 
the Cleveland factory branch office. Mr 
Lewis has been associated with General 
Controls in San Francisco for the past 10 
years. The Cleveland office serves most of 
Ohio, western New York State, northwest 
Pennsylvania, southeast Indiana and cen- 
tral Kentucky. 


Camfield Manufacturing Co, Grand 
Haven, Mich., has appointed Frank L. 
Baker West Coast district manager. His 
territory includes Nevada, California, Ore- 
gon, Washington, part of Idaho and Ha- 
waii. District headquarters office has been 
established at 139 South Beverly Drive, 
Beverly Hills. 


Telechron Inc, Ashland, Mass., has ap- 
pointed David D. Lash to the Philadel- 
phia sales staff to cover the territory in 
the Baltimore area. Harry J. Murphy, 
Jr. has joined the Chicago sales office 
and will cover the Minneapolis territory. 


Opens Instrument Courses 


The Bristol Co, Waterbury, Conn., is 
conducting a series of courses for plant 
instrument and operating men in the 
theory and application of industrial in- 
struments. Each course consists of two 
weeks of intensive lectures and labor- 
atory work, with special emphasis on 
instrument maintenance and repair. The 
courses are open to men interested in 
the application, servicing, and repair of 
instruments in all types of manufactur- 
ing plants, and are under the direction 
of F. A. Faust, education department. 


Establishes New Branch 
Wheeler Insulated Wire Co. Bridge- 


port, Conn., will establish a new branch 
at Waterbury, George B. Hom, as- 
sistant general manager. has announced. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION 





A weekly selection of U. S. electrical construction projects announced by private 
and government utility systems involving more than $70,000. Also listed are major 
industrial and construction jobs where electrical work is indicated or implied 


UTILITIES 


Proposed Construction 


Arizona-Nevada — Bureau Reclamation, 
Building 1-A, Denver Federal Center, 
Denver, Colo., power transformers, and 
circuit breakers, disconnecting switches, 
instrument transformers, and lightning 
arresters for Mesa substation, Davis Dam 
Proj., Spec. 226. 

Colorado—U. S. Eng., Army Dpt., Al- 
buquerque, N. M., reconstructing electrical 


distr. sys., John Martin Reservoir Proj., 
Caddoa. Ivan C. Rumsey, acting distr. 
engr. 

Colo., Colorado Springs—City, Dpt. P. 
Utilities, 2 story, 50x110 ft. generating 
plant. $200,000. Lutz & May, Finance 


Blidg., Kansas City, Mo., archts. 
Georgia—Colquitt County Rural Elec- 
tric Co-operative Corp., Moultrie, 758 mi. 
rural distr. lines, sys. imprvs. incl. 4 mi. 
new tie line, headquarters facilities, Col- 


quitt Co. $1,400,000. 

Ind., Rushville—Bd. P. Wks., Mayor 
Russell Coons, pres., Rushville, 1 story, 
brick, rein.-con. municipal power plant 
addn., imprvs., incl. boiler and turbine 
bidg., etc. $300,000. Bevington, Taggart 


& Fowler, Inc., 730 Indiana Pythian Bldg., 
Indianapolis, consult. engr. 

Mich., Iron Mountain— W isconsin-Michi- 
gan Power Co., 137 W. Mill St., Appleton, 
Wis., dam and power plant on Messomi- 
nee River at Big Quinenesec Falls, near 
here. $2,000,000. Mead & Hunt, 550 State 
St., Madison, Wis., engrs. 

Missouri—Ozark Electric Co-operative, 
Mount Vernon, 440 mi. rural distr. lines, 
sys. imprvs., completing previously ap- 
proved construction, Lawrence Ci 
$1,150,000. 

Mississippi—Delta Electric Power Assn., 
Greenwood, 275 mi. rural distr. lines. sys 
imprvs., 5 mi. tie line, warehouse, head- 
quarters facilities, completing previ- 
ously approved construction, Leflore Co. 
$1.210,000. 

Montans—Bureau 


) 


Reclamation, Dpt. 
Interior, Bldg. 1-A, Denver Federal Cen- 
te~. Denver, Colo.. 100 mi. Havre-Shelby 
115 kv. transmission lines, for Fort Peck 
Proj... Spec. 2268. 

Nebraska, Iowa — Northwestern’ Bell 
Telephone Co., 19 and Douglas Sts., 
Omaha, Neb., 116 mi. underground cable 
from Omaha, Neb. to Sioux City, Ta. 
$3,000,000. A. L. Turner, Omaha, Neb., 
owner's ch. engr. 

New Mexico—Bureau Reclamation, Dpt. 
Interior, Amarillo, Tex., 3 coupling ca- 
pacitors and potential devices for Elephant 
Rutte power plant, Rio Grande Proj. Spec 


05-4, (Region 5). Walker R. Young, 
Bldg. 1A, Denver Federal Central, Den- 
ver, Colo., engr. and archt. 


Oklahoma—Northwest Oklahoma Elec- 


tric Co-operative, Vinita, 184 mi. rural 
distr. Lines, sys. imprvs., completion previ- 
ously approved construction, Craig Co 
$790.000. 


Oregon—Bonneville Power Admin., 1300 
N.E. Union St., Portland. 38.7 mi. 116 kv 
power transmission line, Eugene to Maple- 


ton. woodpole H-frame structure on 100 
ft. right of way, Inv. No. 4246. Plans 
deposit $25. 

Tennessee— Meriwether Lewis Electric 


Centerville, 464 mi 
imprvs., 
facilities 
approved 


Co-operative, 
distr. lines, 
headquarters 
previously 


rural 
98 mi. new lines, 
and completion 
construction, Hick- 


Sys 


man Co. $1,560,000. 

Virginia—Pub. Wks. Office, Potomac 
River Naval Command, Naval Gun Fac- 
tory, Wash., D. C., overhead and under- 
ground electrical service line approx, 4 
mi. between Fort Myer and Barracks 
“K". Arlington, Spec. 20239 Plans de- 


posit $10 


W ashington—Bonneville Power Admin., 


1300 N. E. Union St., Portland, Ore., 41 
mi. 115 kv transmission line., Olympia- 
Cosmopolis unit. Inv. 4259, Thurston and 


Grays Harbor Counties. L. C. Stewart, 


owner, engr. 


Low Bidders & Contracts 
Awarded 


Ark., North Little Rock—Arkansas 
Power & Light Co., Pine Bluff, 60,000 kw. 
extension to Cecil Lynch Steam Electric 
Station, to W. R. Grimshaw, Hunt Bldg, 
Tulsa, Okla. $300,000. 

Calif., Santa Rosa—Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Orange, Steward Dr., Orange, 2 story, 
bsmnt., 90-bed rein.-con. steel memoria! 
hospital, incl. laundry and power bidg., 
chapel and convent, to Barrett & Hilp, 
918 Harrison St., San Francisco. Est. 
$1,000,000. 

Iowa—Greene County tural Electric 
Co-operative, Carl H. Johnson, mer., Jef- 
ferson, 44% mi. rural distr. lines, sys 
imprvs., Greene Co., to Ferguson-Dieh! 
Constr. Co., Jefferson. Est. $331,000. 

Pa., Altoona—Altoona Hospital, How- 
ard Ave. and 7 St., power plant addn. t 
hospital, to J. C. Yenter, Commerce Bldg. 
Tyrone. Est. $436,292. Hunter & Cald- 
well, 3601 5 Ave., archts. 3ids 5/20. 


INDUSTRIALS, COMMERCIAL 
& PUBLIC BUILDINGS 





Proposed Construction 


Fla., Daytona Beach—City, construct- 
ing Peabody Auditorium. $750,000. 

Md., Baltimore—City of Baltimore Av- 
iation Comn., 1105 Municipal Bldg., Contr. 
9, airport terminal, service bldg., plant, 
switching station, garages, shop, etc. 
Friendship Church. $3,000,000. Whitman, 
Requardt, Greiner Co. & Assoc., 11 Mount 
Royal Ave., engrs. 


N. M., Farmington—Southern Union 
Gas Co., c/o Burt Bldg., Dallas, Tex, 
gasoline plant. $1,000,000. 


Rhode Island—Dpt. Agriculture, Bureau 
Animal Husbandry, 14 St. and Indepen- 
dence St. S. W., Wash. 25, D. C., brick, 
steel laboratory, Prudence Island, Narra- 
gansett Bay. $25,000,000. 

Wash., Seattle—University of Washing- 


ton, Henry Bidg., Zone 1, hospital. $10,- 
000,000. 

Wash., Seattle — City, County—City 
Bldg., Zone 4, 15 story rein.-con. Public 
Safety Bldg. $5,000,000. Plans deposit 
$100. Naramore, Bain, Brady & Johan- 


sen, B. M. Priteca and Young & Richard- 
son, Central Bldg., Zone 4, archts. 


Low Bidders & Contracts 
Awarded 


Conn., Stamford—Town Bd. Educ., 151 
Broad St., brick, steel, concrete school 
Toms Rd. and Hope St., to Vuono Constr 
Co., 217 Bedford St. $2,016,000. / ‘ 

D. C., Wash.—Pub. Bldgs. Admin., F 
St. between 18 and 19 Sts. N.W., May -} 
warehouse, laundry, shops for St. Eliza- 


beth’s Hospital, from Joseph F. Nebel Co. 
2142 P St. N.W. $2,295,000. 

Ga., Atlanta—Peachtree-Chamblee C0. 
c/o contractor, apartment development, t 
Algernon Blair, 1st National Bank Bldg. 
Montgomery, Ala. Est. $2,000,000. - 

Kan., Topeka—George Emery, Jr., 1300 





Lane St., 333 dwelling units, incl. business 
center, Gage Park Dist., hired labor. 
$2.500,000. 

N. J., Linden—Bd. Educ., Linden, get 


eral contract school, to Andrew Christen- 


sen & Son, 1140 E. Jersey St., Elizabeth 
$1,114,762. Bids 4/29. LE 
N. ¥., New York—Louis Cowan, 110 & 


19 story apartment, Park 


42 St., Zone 17, . 
contracts. $1,500,000. 


Ave., separate 

George F. Pelham, 19 W. 44 St., archt Oi) 
Tex., Corpus Christi—Southw: stern 

& Refining Co., Port and Sommers St, 

design and construction refinery plas 

near here, to Process Engineers, inc. 


toss Ave., Dallas. Est. $3,750,000. 
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NEWS ABOUT PEOPLE 





Chubb Elected President, 
United Light & Railways 


Chester N. Chubb has been elected 
president of the United Light & Rail- 
ways Co and of the Continental Gas 
& Electric Corp to succeed Frank L. 
Conrad, resigned. He has been re- 
cently serving as a vice-president of 
American Light & Traction Co and in 
assuming his new executive duties will 





C. N. CHUBB 


continue on the board of directors of 
that utility. 

Mr Chubb is among those executives 
who have seen the development of the 
electric and gas utilities from the early 
pioneer stages. Starting with the 
United Gas Improvement Co, Philadel- 
phia, in 1902 he spent 15 years with 
that organization and then became affil- 
iated with the United Light & Power 
Co. He relinquished his duties with 
United Light in 1925 to go to Lincoln, 
Nebr.. as president of the Iowa-Ne- 
braska Light & Power Co, the position 
he held for four years. He then spent 
two years in Europe and upon his re- 
turn to this country became a_ vice- 
president of the American Light & 
Traction Co. Mr Chubb served as presi- 
dent of the San Antonio Public Service 
Co, an American Light & Traction sub- 
sidiary, from 1935 until the company 
was purchased by the city of San 
Antonio in 1942, 

Associated with the United Light 
system since 1939, Mr Conrad was for 
several years executive vice-president 
and a director of the United Light & 
Railways Co, before his election to the 
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presidency in 1945. As chief executive 
he was chiefly concerned with prob- 
lems of integration facing the system 
under the Holding Company Act. 


Lee Receives Nomination 
for Presidency of AIEE 


(See Front Cover) 


Everett S. Lee, engineer, general en- 
gineering and consulting laboratory, 
General Electric Co, Schenectady, has 
been nominated for the presidency of 
the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers. 

Mr Lee first joined General Electric 
at Schenectady as a student engineer 
on the test course, following graduation 
from the University of [Illinois in 1913. 
After an association with the teaching 
staff of Union College, a short connec- 
tion with the Locomotive Stoker Co in 
Pittsburgh and service in World War 
I, he returned to GE in 1919. He was 
associated with the general engineer- 
ing laboratory, becoming division en- 
gineer of the general instruments di- 
vision and in 1923 division engineer 
of the insulation division. Mr Lee was 
advanced to assistant engineer of the 
laboratory in 1928, and in 1931 became 
engineer. It was in 1945 that he was 
appointed engineer of the general en- 
gineering and consulting laboratory. 

Mr Lee has been active in the affairs 
of the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers for a number of years. He 
has been a member of 18 standing na- 
tional committees, on six of which he 
has served as chairman. In addition he 
has been a member of two Standards 
coordinating committees and ten spe- 
cial committees. His record of service 
to the engineering profession also in- 
cludes membership and active partici- 
pation in the American Standards 
Association, American Society of Me- 
chanical Engineers. Institute of Radio 
Engineers, Society of Engineering Edu- 
cation and the American Society for 
Testing Materials. 


> C. O. CRANE, superintendent of trans- 
mission of the Idaho Power Co, Boise, 
has retired. Mr Crane has spent 38 
years with the company in transmission 
and substation constructien work. 


Ebasco Appoints Crandall 
Manager in Washington 


Announcement has been made of the 
appointment of Francis W. Crandall 
as manager of the Washington, D. C., 
office of Ebasco Services Inc. He suc- 
ceeds William P. Reilly, who recently 
resigned to become president of the 
Arizona Power Co. 

Following graduation from Cornell. 
Mr Crandall was for several years en- 
gaged in various branches of engineer- 





F. W. CRANDALL 


ing work. In 1939 he was made execu- 
tive secretary of the National Defense 
Power Committee, and three years later 
he was commissioned a Major in the 
U. S. Army and appointed as the 
Army’s representative on power mat- 
ters on the Army & Navy Munitions 
Board. Later as Lieutenant Colonel 
he was attached to the U. S. Military 
Mission to Moscow in 1944. 

Before joining Ebasco Services last 
year, he was connected with the Office 
of the Army’s Chief of Staff as a ci- 
vilian, initiating plans and procedures 
for peacetime power activities. 


> Osporne A. Browne has been ap- 
pointed electrical superintendent of sta- 
tions for the Western Massachusetts 
Electric Co. He joined the company in 
1931. Until his new appointment, Mr 
Browne has been superintendent of sta- 
tions in the company’s central division. 
With headquarters at Turners Falls. he 
will have immediate charge of system op- 
eration, including operation and main- 
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tenance of system protective equipment. 
All hydro and primary substations in 
the division will continue under his 
supervision. Leon A. ALLEN has been 
appointed electrical construction super- 
visor for the company. He entered the 
company’s service in the electrical de- 
partment in 1930. 


M. M. Brandon Elected V-P 
of Underwriters’ Labs 


Merwin M. Brandon has been elected 
vice-president and electrical engineer 
of Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc, 
Chicago. 

Mr Brandon joined the staff of Un- 
derwriters’ Labs in 1921 as an assistant 
engineer of the gases and oils depart- 
ment in Chicago. The following year he 
became a member of the label service 
department as factory inspector and 
later service engineer. In 1928 he was 
appointed associate electrical engineer, 
acting as assistant to the chief elec- 





M. M. BRANDON 


trical engineer in the New York office 
testing station. 

Upon the death of Robert B. Shepard 
in 1946, Mr Brandon was appointed 
electrical engineer. 


> D. C. Hawtey has been appointed 
superintendent of the underground sys- 
tem of the Kansas City (Mo.) Power & 
Light Co. Mr Hawley became identified 
with the company in 1919 as a foreman 
in the underground department and for 
the past few years he has served as 
assistant superintendent of the under- 
ground system. 


> EF. R. Kropp has been appointed as- 
sistant to the president of the Union 
Electric Co, St. Louis. Mr Kropp had 
previously been assistant secretary for 
the company, with which he has been 
associated since 1923. 
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G. A. Menard Appointed 
Vice-President of Memco 


G. A. Menard, formerly connected 
with the General Electric Co, switch- 
gear division, and for many years in 





G. A. MENARD 


charge of sales of power switching 
equipment, has been appointed vice- 
president and general manager of the 
Memco Engineering & Manufacturing 
Co, Inc, Woodside, Long Island, New 
York. 

Mr Menard represented GE in the 
power switching equipment industry 
advisory committees in Washington in 
1943 and 1944, and in 1945 served in 
the OWU, War Production Board, on 
switchgear allocations. He has been 
active in the power switching equip- 
ment industry standardization program 
through the National Electrical Manu- 
facturers Association technical com- 
mittees for many years. 


OBITUARY 


> CLARENCE H. NicHo s, formerly presi- 
dent and a director of the Federal 
Light & Traction Co, New York, died of 
a heart ailment at Bronxville, N. Y., on 
May 29. He was 77 years old. Born 
in Albany, N. Y., Mr Nichols was con- 
nected with various construction com- 
panies throughout the United States un- 
til 1913, when he joined the Federal 
Light & Traction, a subsidiary of the 
Cities Service Co, as an _ engineer. 
Progressing steadily with Federal Light, 
he served for several years as vice- 
president and was elected president in 
1933. This position he held until 1947, 
when steps were taken to liquidate the 
company and distribute assets to stock- 
holders. The Federal Liquidating 
Corp was formed, with Mr Nichols as 
president to carry out the liquidation 
process, and this office he retained at 


his death. Mr Nichols had also served 
as chairman of the board of the Public 
Service Co of New Mexico. 


> WituiaM J. WEAVER, vice-president of 
the Ansonia (Conn.) Electrical Division 
of the Noma Electric Corp, died in 
Woodbridge, Conn., on June 5 as the 
result of a heart attack. He was 6] 
years old. Born in Portsmouth, R. I.. he 
was sales manager of the Bryant Elec. 
tric Co, Bridgeport, for several years 
until 1935, when he joined the Whitney- 
Blake Co of New Haven, in the same 
capacity. From 1942 to 1946 he was 
vice-president and general manager of 
the Ansonia Electrical Co and he was 
elected to the presidency of the com- 
pany in the latter year. Later when the 
company was merged with Noma, Mr 
Weaver was appointed to the position 
he held at the time of his death. 


> WittiaM H. Pratt, 75, died at Lynn, 
Mass., on May 29. He was long asso- 
ciated with the General Electric Co as 
a pioneer electrical engineer in meter- 
ing development. He retired in 1940, 
but during World War II was asso- 
ciated with the Research Corp, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. A Fellow of the AIEE, 
Mr Pratt was the first recipient (1941) 
of the “New England Award”, estab- 
lished by the Engineering Societies of 
New England in recognition of his pro- 
fessional achievements and character. 


> Witser C. Snow, 61, assistant super- 
intendent of Seattle, Wash., City Light 
for the past five years, died May 20. 
Mr Snow joined the department in 1912 
as an electric rate clerk, becoming con- 
tract agent in 1914, senior contract 
agent in 1918 and industrial sales engi- 
neer in 1940. He served as a civilian 
engineer with the Corps of Engineers 
during World War I. He was a member 
of the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers. 


> Freverick W. Hammonp, retired 
president of the John A. Roebling Sons 
Co of California, died on June 6 at 
his home in San Mateo, Calif, at the 
age of 73. Born in Manchester, Eng- 
land, Mr Hammond came to this coun- 
try at an early age. He served for more 
than 40 years with the Roebling Co. 


> Georce S. Curtis, retired superil- 
tendent of the Passaic division of the 
Public Service Electric & Gas Co. with 
which he had been connected for 5° 
years, died at Hawthorne, N. Y., 
June 2. He was 73 years eld. Mr Curtis 
retired from Public Service in 1945. 
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NEW EQUIPMENT 





Solenoid Vaive 


A PILOT-ACTUATED solenoid controlled 
3-way valve for use with air, water and 
light oils is announced by Crescent 
Valve Co, 6073 State St, Huntington 
Park, Calif. 

Model 1030 is available for either 
normally open or normally closed opera- 
tion, for pressures 25 to 140 psi. Casing 
is cast bronze. Sizes range from 14 
to 114 in. All valves are supplied with 
small screw-in type solenoids for a-c or 
d-c operation. Solenoid covers with 
threaded side-mounting hole for 14-in. 
conduit are also provided. 





Hot-Roll Tool 


A SMALL HAND tool with a roller 
heated electrically has been developed 
by Hoggson and Pettis Mfg Co, New 
Haven, Conn. It can be used for seam- 
ing rubber, for forming, rolling or 
flattening unvulcanized rubber. 

The tool has a steel roll 114 in. long 
by 114 in. in diameter, can be operated 
on commercial a-c or d-c voltages and 
and is supplied with 5% ft cord, hard 
tubber switch and plug. 


Germicide Lamp 


A 36-IN. SLIMLINE type of lamp 
capable of operating at four different 
germ-killing intensities has been an- 
nounced by Nela Park laboratories of 
General Electric Co. Because of its 
smaller size, the new lamp is stated to 
increase the radiating efficiency of ex- 
isting 30-w germicidal fixtures which 
may be modified to receive the new 
lamp. 

The lamp operates at 120, 200, 300 
and 420 ma. Depending upon the aver- 
age number of burning hours each time 
the lamp is lighted, its rated life is 
between 2500 to over 6000 hr. A 
permanent gray metallic stripe, printed 
on the tube, is said to aid its instant 
starting under varied conditions. 


Combination Luminaire 


A FLUORESCENT luminaire KG-300-40 
with an individual spotlight SP-003 is 
the latest addition to the line of Globe 
Lighting Products, Inc, 16 East 40th 
St, New York, N. Y. It has louvers 
with baked enamel finish and side glass 
panels. 

Designed for commercial service such 
as in merchandising areas, the unit is 
available for suspension, flush, indi- 
vidual and continuous section mount- 


ing. 


Ampere-Demand Meters 


A NEW LINE of thermal ampere-de- 
mand meters built into the same case 
with standard watthour meters has been 
announced by Westinghouse Electric 
Corp, P. O. Box 868, Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 
The compact units can be used for 
certain types of industrial and com- 
mercial installations. They are not 
intended for larger industrial metering. 

Ampere demand is measured in these 
meters by heating bimetallic elements 
with current-carrying heaters. The 
readings can be converted to kva de- 
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mand by multiplying by a constant as- 
sumed voltage. 

Five types are available: the QCA 
for single-phase service; the QCA-2 for 
3-phase, 3-wire service; the QCA-5 for 
networks consisting of two phases and 
neutral of a 3-phase, 4-wire service; the 
QCA-7 for 3-phase, 4-wire delta service: 
and the QCA-8 for 3-phase, 4-wire wye 
service. 


Fire Hose Nozzle 


For EXTINGUISHING flammable liquid 
fires, a type FFF FogFOAM nozzle has 
been developed by Rockwood Sprinkler 
Co, 38 Harlow St, Worcester 5, Mass. 
It is available for 1-44, 2-% and 3-%4-in. 
hose. The nozzle is said to provide 
greater extinguishing action than old 
style foam equipment. 

The nozzle is equipped with a screen 
that discharges a wide protective pat- 
tern of FogFOAM. The screen can be 
removed and replaced with a foam 
shaper which will allow the nozzle to 
discharge a long range of solid foam 
stream. 
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ELECTRICAL BUSINESS 


OUTLOOK 





POWER OUTPUT rose in May, after a lull in April. 
This reflected increased power use for industrial 
purposes after the interruption caused by the coal 
strike. The steel industry particularly recovered 
to operate at 93% of capacity in May, after slowing 
down to 71% when its coal stockpiles ran low. The 
Federal Reserve Index of industrial production for 
May has climbed back to around 190 after dipping 
to 187 during April. 


Power consumption now is running well below its 
winter peak because of reduced heating and lighting 
loads. But, when allowance is made for these 
seasonal factors, power use is not running far below 
the record rate of February. 


The summer months may see a sharper reduction in 
power demand in industrial areas than in recent 
years. Summer vacations in industry are becoming 
more widespread. Some firms now close down com- 
pletely for plant-wide vacations. 


But certain industries do not slack off as much in 
summer as in prewar days. The automobile com- 
panies no longer concentrate their retooling in 
August. The hot weather dip in steel output is evap- 
orating because of the pressing demand for steel 
products. All industry, however, will be affected by 
the vacation let-down. On balance, therefore, the 
seasonal drop in power loads is becoming more 
pronounced. 


LABOR PEACE will prevent the sharp setback to pro- 
duction and power use that might have resulted from 
a breakdown of third round wage negotiations. The 
strong stand against wage increases taken by the 
steel and electrical industries was welcomed as a 
bar to further inflation. But with many industry-wide 
contracts expiring this spring, the wage deadlock 
also raised fears of widespread strikes. 


The General Motors settlement has broken this dead- 
lock. Followed by the Chrysler contract, it assures 
continued high production in Detroit. Automakers 
now hope to be turning out 500,000 units monthly 
by July, compared with 334,000 in May. 


Settlement in other industries may vary consider- 
ably from the General Motors pattern. GM granted 
1l¢, but 8¢ of this was to bring its workers even with 
the cost of living rise since 1940. Industrial workers 
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in general have stayed ahead of living costs, with 
an average wage rise of 93% since 1940 against 
a 69% climb in living costs. Few unions can nego. 
tiate raises on these terms. 


Electrical manufacturing is a clear example. Elec. 
trical workers had already increased their wages 
85%, a 16% gain over the cost of living, in the period 
covered by the GM settlement. 


ELECTRIC UTILITY workers have kept close to the 
cost of living. Their weekly wages are up about 65% 
since 1940. But, if straight pay boosts spread through 3 
industry, utilities will probably follow suit. 


But the amount of flat concessions may be smaller He 
in other fields than the 1l¢ established by General } 
Motors. The figure may get its first downward re 
vision in steel, where the union's bargaining power 

is weakened by its no-strike contract. 


BIGGEST QUESTIONMARK both for wage costs and 
labor peace remains John L. Lewis. His demands on | 
the coal companies include $100 a month pensions, 
a 30-hour work week, $25 vacation allowance, anda 
30¢ hike in royalty per ton paid the welfare fund. 


Granting all these benefits would increase the aver} 
age cost of coal to electric companies from $6.50 | 
to around $8.50 a ton. Such an increase would have 
a dangerous effect on utility operating margins. 
Together with a wage boost, it might overbalance 
the economies derived from efficient new units, and 
thus hinder improvement in utility earnings. 


Defense needs for electric power can be met by the 
present industry expansion program, according to 
the National Security Resources Board. But, the 
Board's report warns that reserves might prove too 
low in the event of a sudden speed-up in load de 
mand. Civilian demand would have to be curtailed 
in power-hungry areas, like the Pacific Northwest, 
which have a big armament potential. 
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